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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: XQ. SV, NO. TGEN 

SUBJECT:NANSEN DRIFT STATION PROJECT SHELVED 

1 . THE US COAST GUARD HAS INITIATED FORMAL ACTION TO 
DECOMMISSION THE ICEBREAKER BURTON ISLAND ON OR ABOUT MAY 

1 . 1978 AFTER WHICH IT WILL BE DISPOSED OF AS EXCESS 
PROPERTY. 

2. BOTH NSF AND ONR HAVE ADVISED US THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO PROVIDE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT NECESSARY TO ACQUIRE 
THE VESSEL FOLLOWING DECOMMISSIONING. AS A RESULT, THERE 

IS NO POSSIBILITY THAT BURTON ISLAND CAN BE USED AS A PLAT- 
FORM FOR NANSEN DRIFT STATION PROJECT. 
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3. ACTIVITIES IN THE ARCTIC WHICH REQUIRE ICEBREAKERS OR 
MOBILE PLATFORMS FOR LONG-DURATION SCIENCE WILL HAVE TO BE 
CONCEIVED AND PLANNED AROUND OTHER VESSELS WHICH WILL BE- 
COME AVAILABLE IN THE FUTURE. CURRENT USCG PLANS ARE THAT 
THE REMAINDER OF THE PRESENT ICEBREAKER FLEET WILL BE RE- 
TAINED IN SERVICE AND UTILIZED FOR NORMAL MISSIONS UNTIL 
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THE MID- 1980'S, WHEN IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT ANOTHER ICE- 
BREAKER WILL BE DECOMMISSIONED AND REPLACED. 

4. SUGGEST THAT THE EMBASSY INFORM THE APPROPRIATE MFA 
OFFICIALS OF THE ABOVE, NOTING THE DEPARTMENT'S DISAPPOINT- 
MENT THAT THE NANSEN DRIFT STATION PROJECT. AS SUCH, IS 
THEREFORE POSTPONED FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. AT 
EMBASSY'S DISCRETION, THE DIRECTORS OF THE NORWEGIAN POLAR 
INSTITUTE AND THE FRIDTJOF NANSEN FOUNDATION MAY ALSO 

BE INFORMED. EMBASSY MAY ALSO WISH TO ASK THE NORWEGIANS 
FOR ANY THOUGHTS THEY HAVE ON OTHER POSSIBLE BILATERAL OR 
MULTILATERAL PROJECTS IN THE REGION AND MEANS TO EFFECT 
THEM. 

5. CONTINGENCY PRESS HANDLING OF THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE 
LEFT ENTIRELY TO NORWEGIANS. WE PLAN NO PUBLIC COMMENT. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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